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 total of 22 Training on I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  AO r g a n i c  A g r i c u l t u r e  i mplementation,the provincial and 
Nature Farming Technology were municipal training team was tapped as 
conducted by ATI-Caraga in the resource speakers and facilitators of the 
different provinces of this region  from different topics that include Overview 
May to June 2012. Of these trainings, 4 of Organic Agriculture and Nature 
batches were held at Surigao del Sur, 7 Farming, its concepts, principles and 
in Surigao del Norte and Surigao City, 4 components. The hands-on activities 
in Agusan del Sur, 5 in Butuan City and on the different fermentations boosted 
Agusan del Norte and 4 in Dinagat their appreciation and interests on 
Islands. It was attended by 784 natural and safe farming practices. ATI 
participants composed of Agricultural was tasked to take charge of the fund 
Extension Workers (AEWs), farmers, management and supervision. Needless 
r u r a l  w o m e n ,  L G U s  a n d  S U C  to say, the tandem between ATI-13 and 
representatives, NGOs and youth. The the LGUs has made a possible conduct 
training aimed to enhance the of an efficient and effective training 
knowledge and develop their skills on activities. (MBSalve).

production of different organic farm 
inputs, its application and utilization.

ATI-13 Conducts 24 batches of
 Training on Organic Agriculture

T I  c o n d u c t e d  a  
workshop on Message A

D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  
Communication Planning for 
the Advocacy and Promotion of 
Organic Agriculture on April 17-
21, 2012 at May's Organic 
Garden, Sitio Aning, Barangay 
Pahaconoy, Bacolod City. 
Participants include e-Extension 
personnel from the different ATI 
centers. 

Discussed  dur ing  the  
training were the concepts of 
Organic Agriculture versus 
Sustainable Agriculture. It also 
served as  an avenue for  
generating plans from the various 
organic farming practices and 
strategies as shared by Mr. 
Ramon Uy of  RU Foundry and 
Fresh Starts Organic and Mr. 
Ramon Penalosa, Jr. of Penalosa 
Farms, Victorias City. The 
participants were grouped by 
clusters to formulate messages 
a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  
advocacy plan. It was also 
encouraged to have a unified 
campaign material prepared in 
local dialects in order to reach 
more clients. Moreover, the e-
Extension personnel requested 
for training on Internal Control 
System to fully understand the 
OA program, and by so doing, be 
able to effectively promote the 
principles and practices of 
organic agriculture (MBSalve). 

e-Extension Personnel: 
New OA Advocates
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 NOTE  A famous saying from Henry Drummond goes; 
“Unless a man undertakes more than he possibly can do he 
will never do all   he can do. Well, it goes true to ATI-
Caraga. For the first half of the year, the center have already 
conducted 75 trainings and other related activities in 
support to the various programs namely Organic 
Agriculture, High Value Crops Development Program, 
Rice both the Lowland and Upland Eco-systems, e-
Extension, Rural-based Organizations, among others. The 
figure was nearly 72% of the total trainings conducted in 
2011.

 
The numerous targets set before us, was at first 

perceived to be impossible to achieve given the limited 
number of personnel to carry out those training. But we 
have managed to employ effective strategies to make 
things happen. One, we have tapped the provincial and 
municipal pool of trainers to undertake the simultaneous 
conduct of on-site training especially at  the farmers level. 

Moreover, we also deployed our Admin Staff to augment the TS in the management of these 
trainings. Indeed, pooling of  resources and working as a team will always lead to a greater 
accomplishments.

The center also conducted relevant activities other than training such as consultation meetings and 
assessments to formulate plans on project implementation and harmonization of issues and concerns 
relative to the program. Alongside, we have never neglected other social and environmental 
responsibilities, in fact, we pursued a coordinative efforts with LGUs thru tree-planting activities and 
planted a total of 300 assorted fruit trees at Lantawan Eco-park, Kitcharao, Agusan del Norte  during our 

nd22  year anniversary and  EHRDP/YAFP scholarship program assessment. Still, the activity was in support 
to the Adopt-a-Forest Program, a Food for Life Project of the network.

Another significant event was the P4MP National Convention held on May 2-4, 2012 at Almont 
Hotel and Inland Resort, Butuan City. Again the successful nationwide represented  gathering of  farmers 
was a result of a laudable collaborative effort of the Department of Agriculture  Regional Field Unit 13, 
ATI, Local Government Units and the P4MP officers and members.

As we look forward for another bunch of trainings and other related activities in the remaining 
phase of 2012, we are confident enough that by working hand in hand we can  ably to deliver extension 
services efficiently and effectively.
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ATI-Caraga successful ly  T h e  c o n v e n t i o n  a l s o  Philippines will no longer import 
hosted the P4MP National Convention highlighted series of lectures and from the neighboring countries in 
held on May 2-4, 2012 at Almont Hotel updates on sustainable agriculture Asia in the years to come. In fact he 
and Inland Resort, Butuan City. The and farmers' best practices on a confidently breaks the good news that 
theme “Pagkakaisa ng Magsasaka nationwide scope. Mr. Ramon self-sufficiency after year 2013 is 
Tugon sa Kaunlaran ng Kabuhayan at Peñalosa of Bacolod, Negros possible. However, he said that 
Kalikasan” indeed expressed relevance Occidental presented his success showing support to the minor sectors 
to the country's current situation. story in utilizing their small scale land e.g  local farmers and fisherfolks is 

Around 230 participants resources.  Mr. Peñalosa then shared very significant to boost their 
nationwide composed of local farmers, his own experiences in establishing confidence in moving forward to 
P4MP Leaders, RBO Coordinators, their certified and accredited harness opportunities and challenges. 
LGUs, private sectors and some guests, 'Diversified Organic Farm'. Other He further stressed the need to sustain 
attended the convention.  Among these speakers who expertly shared their farmers' interest in farming. Thus, he 
distinguished guests were; Asec.Dante knowledge were Director Edna M. encouraged all the sectors to join 
S. Delima , National Rice Program Mabeza,DA-RFU 13 (Philippine hands in achieving the programs of 
Coordinator who was the Keynote Climate Change Adaptation), Mr. the government, especially those 
Speaker; Dr. Edna M. Mabeza, OIC- Danilo D. Mitchao-Region II (Upland programs focused on giving the 
Regional Executive Director, DA-RFU Micro Catchment Technology) Rev. farmers opportunities to learn new 
13; Hon. Erlpe John M. Amante , F r .  S e v e r i n o  D i a m a n t e , J r .  technologies and innovations in order 
Provincial Governor of Agusan del (Mushroom Cultivation), and Ms. to help improve their livelihood.   
Norte; Engr. Nestor T. Bautista, P4MP Editha Dacuycuy-Region I (Dragon T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
National President; and Dr. Nenita D. Fruit Production and Processing). Agriculture alone cannot stand to 
Sumile , ATI-13 Center Director. Asec. Dante S. Delima, the improve the country's agricultural 
Meanwhile, the event was also visited keynote speaker expressed his warm development. Undeniably it needs 
by some political personalities, namely congratulations to all the P4MP partnership not only with the 
San Juan Rep. Joseph Victor “JV” leaders, DA-ATI Caraga, DA- government agencies, the LGUs, the 
Ejercito, RFU13, ATI-Central Office and all NGOs, SUCs, business industry but 

the staff who supported the event. In also the rural based organizations 
his message, he announced that Rice where the P4MP belong. (MPRespecia)
Production in the country has 
increased and hopeful ly  the 

Hon. Ferdinand Amante Jr., 
Butuan City Mayor, Cong. Jose 'Joboy' 

stS. Aquino,II of the 1   Dist. Of Agusan 
del Norte, and Rep. Ma. Angelica 

nd'Angel' Amante-Matba of the 2  district. 

ATI-Caraga hosts the  National P4MP Convention

(left ) Asec. Dante S. Delima as keynote speaker, delivers his message to the participants; (right) Cong. Jose 'Joboy' S. Aquino,II 
with Dr. Edna M. Mabeza, Cong. JV Ejercito and P4MP President Engr. Nestor T. Bautista during the open-forum.



In its campaign to intensify the April 11, 2012. AEWs on IPM as facilitators and RPs in 

promotion of high value crops The training made use of the duration of the training. 

development particularly on vegetable, various methodologies such as lecture, As the 25 AEWs received their 

ATI-Caraga conducted the first ever small-group discussions, workshops and certificates of completion of the course 

Season-Long Training of Trainers hands-on activities in order to deepen during the graduation ceremony on June 

(TOT) on Integrated Pest Management their knowledge and skills. Aside from 28, 2012 at the Municipal Gymnasium 

(IPM) for Vegetable Production at the being trainees themselves, these AEWs of Esperanza, they also embraced the 

Municipal Agricultural Training Center, also served as facilitators and Resource vital responsibility of being LGU-based 

Esperanza, Agusan del Sur in Persons (RPs) at the 4 sites of Farmers vegetable trainer by making the 

coordination with the DA-Regional Field School (FFS), a component of the technology readily available through 

Field Unit 13 and the Local Government TOT proven to be more effective since extension services to vegetable farmers 

Units. The twenty five (25) Agricultural AEWs and farmers jointly learned the i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  a r e a s  o f  

Extension Workers composed of 5 from very details of vegetable production responsibilities. They were even 

Surigao del Sur, 7 from Surigao del through their actual participatory delighted to witness the 106 participants 

Norte, 2 from Dinagat Island, 2 from technology  demons t ra t ion  and  of the FFS who graduated along with 

Agusan del Norte and 9 from Agusan del comparative studies. Mr. Heracleo A. them. Through the acquired agro-

Sur, endured the challenges and Paler, HVCDP focal person and project ecological processes in growing 

knowledge-enr ich ing  hands-on  officer, was assisted by season-long vegetable, we are certain that they will 

activities of the 3-month long TOT. The graduates Mr. Celedonio Lorzano of be able to carry out the different IPM 

training was divided into 2 phases; LGU-Esperanza, Mr. Jovil Japos, programs in their respective localities to 

Phase 1 was a 10-day Intensive training Provincial Agriculture Office-Agusan help the farmers increase production 

held on March 26 to April 4, 2012, while del Sur and Ms. Rhoda N. Mante of thereby enhancing their income. 

the 2nd phase was a 3-day a week LGU-Cabadbaran  in  impar t ing  (MBSalve)

session every Wednesday to Friday from knowledge, skills and attitudes of the 

ATI-13 conducts the 1st ever Season-Long 
TOT on IPM for Vegetable Production
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TOT participants perform the Agro-ecosystem Analysis (AESA) as part of the training exercise 
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HVCDP training strike  
st  in the1  half of 2012

The Department of Agriculture variety thru technology promotion. Cotabato, to equip them on the latest 

institutionalizes the High Value Crops Participants were exposed to Soriano’s updates and technologies on cacao 

Development Program (HVCDP) in Banana plantation at Tubay, Agusan del production in preparation for the 

order to attain food security, alleviate Norte and Cabadbaran City to observe provincial level trainings. All 

poverty and achieve a tangible and actual operations and gain first hand participants were required to 

sustainable growth in agriculture. insights on crop management and other formulate their action plans to be 

One of the high value crops  production/ marketing related aspects. implemented in their respective 

identified as a national priority, that is   Moreover, three batches of localities after the training.

technologically cost-efficient and Training Course on Cacao Production In the same manner, to further 

notable contributor to the national were also conducted for Agricultural accelerate the promotion and 

coffer as an export product is Banana. Extension Workers (AEWs) and development of the vegetable industry 

Hence, in support, ATI-Caraga held Barangay Agricultural Workers (BAWs) in the region, three batches of a 3-day 

four (4) batches of Training Course on or farmer-leaders especially those Training course on sustainable 

Sustainable Banana Production venturing into cacao production in their lowland vegetable production for 

T e c h n o l o g i e s .  A  t o t a l  o f  3 6  lo calities. The activity was successfully Agricultural Extension Workers 

Agricultural Extension Workers held last April 23-25, 2012 at Mt. (AEWs) and farmers was conducted as 

(AEWs) and 71 Barangay Agricultural Bagarabon Hotel Beach Resort, Mabua, follows; for Agusan Del Norte on May 

Workers (BAWs) or farmer-leaders Surigao City for Surigao del Norte and 22-24, 2012 at ATI-RTC 13, Los 

region-wide participated in the Surigao City, April 25-27, 2012 for Angeles Butuan City, 2 batches held at 

training. This was scheduled last Agusan del Sur at Family Place, Bayugan Mt. Bagarabon, Surigao City for 

February 29-March 2, 2012 at San City. For Surigao del Sur it was held at Surigao del Sur last June 4-9. 

Lorenzo Pastoral Formation Center for Bislig City on April 25-27, 2012 while Mr. Heracleo A. Paler-Ag. 

Agusan del Sur; March 5-7, 2012 at for Agusan del Norte at the ATI-RTC 13, II/HVCPD Focal Person, believed that 

ATI Training Center for Agusan del Los Angeles, Butuan City. All these in working hand in hand towards an 

Norte, Butuan City and Dinagat Island trainings were undertaken by the effective delivery of extension services 

March 7-9,2012 at the same venue for provincial training teams as agreed through dynamic and relevant 

Surigao del Norte and Surigao City. during the consultative meeting with the approaches for AEWs and farmers, 

Generally, the training aims to coordinators. A regional specialist will greatly enhance the livelihood 

enhance the knowledge and redirect training was previously conducted by opportunities in the region in terms of 

mind-set and attitudes of AEWs and ATI for the Provincial coordinators/focal high value crops commercialization. 

farmers the significant of banana persons at the University of Southern (LOHerbolingo)   

production, particularly Cardaba Mindanao (USM), Kabacan, South 

CARAGA-wide participants do the hands-on activities during the conduct of HVCDP Training.



 A total of 290 farmers graduated from the 
Farmers Field School (FFS) on Upland Rice 
Production conducted by the Agricultural Training 
Institute funded by the DA-Regional Field Unit 13. 

Thirteen (13) out of the 15 FFS targets 
successfully held the culmination activities from 
April to June 2012 in the following sites:  Agusan 
del Norte  Kitcharao with 20 farmer-participants, 
Buenavista with 21 pax, 17 from Nasipit and 2 sites 
in Butuan City with a total of 47 pax; Agusan del 
Sur  Veruela (21 pax) and Trento (30 pax); Surigao 
del Sur  Bislig City (23 pax) and 2 sites in San 
Miguel (42 pax); Surigao del Norte  Bacuag (17 
pax) and Socorro (26 pax). Moreover, 1 site in 
Surigao City is still on-going and expected to end 
on July. However, Tubod, Surigao del Norte was 
not able to hold the FFS yet conducted a demo on 
seed production only. 

The FFS demo/learning site provided the 
farmers with actual observations on location-
specific upland varieties and the practice of 
different cultural management on upland rice 
production. They were ably aided by the 
Agricultural Technologists who have undergone 
the Training of Trainers (TOT) on upland rice 
production in their areas as facilatators. 

This undertaking is in support to the 
government's thrust of attaining food security 
through the development of the existing and 
potential upland areas. (MBSalve) 

290 Farmers 
Graduate from FFS 

on Upland Rice 
Production 
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 DA-ATI 13 EHRDP & YAFP 
Assessment Program 

Now on Year 3

This year's assessment of the EHRDP & YAFP 
Scholarship Program was conducted on March 22-23, 
2012 at ATI-13 Training Center, Los Angeles, Butuan City. 
The two-day activity was participated in by 63 scholars, 
coordinators and representatives from ATI-Central 
Office, Ms. Edena P. Saysa and Ms. Rumelia G. Dela Cruz.

Ms. Jocelyn Bayona, EHRDP focal person 
presented the overview and reviewed the policies of the 
scholarship program. Problems encountered relative to 
program implementation were also discussed during the 
open forum in order to address them. From there, the 
scholars drew their recommended solutions and have 
also formulated action plans or activities in relation to 
climate change adaptation and mitigation to be 
implemented in their respective localities. 

Although the main objective of the activity was to 
assess the status of each scholars’ performance, 
harmonize issues and concerns, it nevertheless becomes 
an avenue for taking part in the sincere efforts of 
protecting and preserving the environment.  Thru tree a 
planting activity conducted at Kitcharao, Agusan del 
Norte. This undertaking  supports to the Adopt-a-Forest  
Tree for Life program of the government in which 
Kitcharao was chosen as one of the recipients. 
(MPRespecia)

An r r m swe f o
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EHRDP and YAFP scholars individually bring tree planting 
materials.
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MPRespecia



Twelve (12) Training Center Superintendent 
(TCEs) nationwide gathered on January 16-19, 2012 to 
attend the joint Training Orientation on the Establishment 
of the School for Practical Agriculture (SPA) for ATI 
Managers and the 1st quarterly meeting held at ATI-
Caraga Training Center, Los Angeles, Butuan City. 

Dr. Arlene L. Flores, Center Director of ATI-CAR, 
facilitated the Orientation of SPA. She explained the 
SPA's mechanics and the different models which include; 
Individual, Institution, Organization, Community and 
ATI Center. She also presented sample or model SPAs of 
Philex Mining Corp, Palawan Model, Ka Pecs Model, 
CAR and Region 2, and the Caraga model as well as the 
implementation strategies. 

Part of the activities include: Assessment of the 
implementation of action plans and commitment during 
the wellness training; SPA-Caraga Field Visit; ATIMA 
Meeting for the   Election of Officers for 2012 and 
finalization of plans for the year. But it was resolved 
motion of CD Efren Sabularse of ATI-RTC 5, duly 
seconded by CD Rogelio Evangelista of ATI-RTC 1 to 
hold the Election of Officers during the ATI Anniversary 
on January 23-27, 2012 to ensure that the whole network 
is well-represented. 

 On the following day, the group proceeded to 
Marihatag, Surigao del Sur to visit the Organic Vegetable 
demo farm owned and managed by the LGU. They also 
explored some of the tourist spots in Surigao del Sur and 
the processing plant of Joy Tanglad (Lemon Grass) in Los 
Angeles, Butuan City. They were also briefed and toured 
around the different project components of ATI-Caraga's 
very own demo farm. The activity was formally closed 
with a wrap up meeting and finalization of plans for the 
next manager's meeting.(MBSalve)

ATI Managers gather for the 
1st Quarter Meeting
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The Agricultural Training Institute as the 
training arm of the Department of Agriculture is 
mandated to submit monitoring and evaluation 
reports to the DA and other entities requesting 
such. These reports must be forwarded first to the 
Corporate Affairs for consolidation and analysis 
before submitting to the DA. However, these reports 
should not merely be numerical but in a form of 
narrative reports descriptive of the various 
p r o g r a m s ,  p r o j e c ts  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  
accomplishments of the agency. 

To  address  this  concern ,  a  4-day  
training/workshop entitled “Beyond Numbers, 
ATI's Stories: Report Writing” was conducted on 
April 23-26, 2012 at Serrano Hall, ATI Building, 
Diliman, Quezon City. It was participated in by 42 
M&E officers and Information Officers from the 
different ATI centers,  with the training 
management staff composed of 6 staff from ATI-
Central Office. Ms. Psymie Madel U. Frias  M&E 
Assistant and Ms. Lucy O. Herbolingo  Technical 
Writer, represented ATI-Caraga.

The training aimed to discuss the 
importance of writing and the specific guidelines in 
coming up with narrative reports. Participants 
were also required to prepare and present the 1st 
quarter narrative report for 2012 accomplished by 
each center and were critiqued by Ms. Antonieta D. 
Arceo and Ms. Pamela M. Mappala of KPMD.  Ms. 
Vilma Patindol and Ms. Arceo served as Resource 
Persons during the training. 

Director Asterio P. Saliot graced the activity 
and he emphasized the importance of describing 
not just the accomplishments in terms of numbers 
but it must contain stories, lessons, implementing 
strategies and best practice that highlight the 
achievement and success of the center. The idea of 
creating a new tandem between M&E and 
Information Officers has seen to be an effective 
approach to make each accomplishment well-
noted. (LOHerbolingo) 

M & E and Information 
Officers: A New Tandem

“Unless a man undertakes 
more  than he possibly can do he will   
never do all   he can do.”

              - Henry Drummond



The Techno-Gabay Program (TGP) has 
now become a mature extension modality, and 
ATI assumes full responsibility in its 
institutionalization by virtue of Executive Order 
No. 801. TGP is a banner program of the 
Department of Science and Technology (DOST) 
which aims to hasten the modernization of 
agriculture and natural resources sectors by 
enhancing access to knowledge and technology 
service by extension agents, farmers and 
entrepreneurs. One of the components of TGP is 
the Magsasaka Siyentista (MS), an outstanding 
farmer who is successful in his/her adoption of 
Science and Technology-based and indigenous 
technologies. With the turn-over of the program 
to ATI, the MS now becomes one of the groups 
in the Rural-based Organizations (RBOs) thus 
capability enhancement and organizational 
development has been lined up in ATIs program 
to strengthen them.

To prepare the program implementers, a 
Training and Orientation in Strengthening the 
MS was conducted last March 20-22, 2012 at the 
Veranda, Casisang, Malaybalay City. The 
activity provided an avenue for the focal persons 
to be oriented with the program's concepts and 
methodologies. Moreover, it introduced 
innovat ions  to  fur ther  improve  the  
implementation and to mainstream MS on ATI's 
existing programs and activities. Ms. Antonieta 
Arceo, KPMD chief, presented the existing 
programs of ATI to compliment with the TGP 
implementation. She further explained that in 
the modified TGP, ICT will be anchored on the 
e-Learning, School-on-the-Air, Farmers 
Contact Center, IVR among others while the MS 
will be hooked in the FLE, learning site, School 
for Practical Agriculture and others.

M s .  M a r i e  J o c e l y n  S a n t i a g o ,  
Agriculturist II and Ms. Mary Grace B. Salve, 
Technical Writer/AKMS staff of Caraga joined 
the RBO focal persons and e-Extension 
coordinators from the various ATI centers in the 
3-days training. (MBSalve)

RBO Embraces the 
MS Association
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Butuan City was declared Grand Champion of the 2012 
Regional Farm Family Forum conducted by ATI-Caraga in 
cooperation with the DA-Regional Field Unit 13. The team 
topped over the six contenders namely, Agusan del Sur, Agusan 
del Norte, Bislig City, Surigao City, Surigao del Norte, and 
Surigao del Sur in the various contest categories held at the 
Luciana Convention Center last April 18-19, 2012. Among 
these contests were Organic Rice Technology Demo, Cassava 
Kakanin, Poster Making, Quiz Bee, Malunggay-Based Deserts, 
Fish Processing, RIC & P4MP Ballroom and 4-H Vocal Solo. 

 A total of 168 participants region-wide composed of 
RICs, 4-H Club members, farmers, fisherfolks, and guests 
attended the RFFF. 

The event envisioned to build camaraderie and establish 
a stronger partnership among members of the rural-based 
organization in Caraga Region. Thus, the theme 'Rural-based 
Organizations Moving Forward to Opportunities and 
Challenges' became a renewed commitment for everyone 
towards achieving genuine agricultural development through a 
strengthened RBO. (MPRespecia) 

Butuan City tops the 
2012 Regional Farm Family Forum
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ATI-Caraga holds 4 batches of training 
On Leadership Strengthening

In pursuing youth empowerment and building a positive image of the youth in the region, ATI-Caraga 
conducted four batches of training on Leadership Strengthening last January to May 2012 for 93 4-H club officers 
and members and 32 AEWs/municipal coordinators region-wide. 

The training provides venue for understanding the importance of effective leadership, appreciate and 
internalize different leadership roles, qualities, vision in visual presentations. As an output, presentation of action 
plan was done indivudually by the participants and critiqued by the Project Officer Dr. Marie Jocelyn C. Santiago, 
Milagros C. Caluya-Agriculturist II and the Provincial 4-H Coordinator of the Province concerned.

Dr. Nenita D. Sumile  Center Director, ATI-13, believed that strengthening and enhancing capabilities of 
the leaders and members of the youth will allow them to begin internalizing and putting into practice the 
responsibility and accountability as they pursue these peer leadership roles (LOHerbolingo).

In the spirit of brotherhood and Christmas, ATI-
Caraga staff joined hands in providing aids to the families 
affected by Sendong. Dr. Nenita D. Sumile along with staff 
Milagros Caluya, Noel Amilao, Noel Cuenza, Patricio 
Diolanto, and Mary Grace Salve traveled to Cagayan de 
Oro City on Friday, January 6, 2012 to personally hand-in 
the assistance to Dr. Angelito Quirog, Center Director of 
RTC X, El Salvador, Misamis Oriental. Per directive of ATI 
Director Asterio P. Saliot upon the issuance of 
Memorandum of DA Secretary Proceso J. Alcala, RTC X 
was in-charge of the direct distribution of the assistance to 
the affected families especially to our fellow ATI staff. A 
day before the travel, Dr. Sumile led her staff in repacking 
the relief goods such as rice, grocery items and water.

What we've extended may be far beyond what they 
have lost, but it was a simple yet profound way of showing 
our love and care for them. More importantly, we prayed 
for the affected families' soonest recovery from this 
calamity. (MBSalve)

ATI-Caraga Extends Relief Assistance to
 Sendong Victims

The tropical storm “Sendong” that hit 
Northern Mindano had caused devastations to the 
cities of Cagayan de Oro and Iligan claiming 
hundreds of lives and insurmountable damage to 
properties of our Kababayans. Much more, many 
families have been rendered homeless and lost not 
only their material possessions but also their means 
of livelihood. Our co-employees from ATI-RTC IX 
and X were not spared from the onslaught. 



The launching of the School-on-the-Air on 
Organic Agriculture on June 16, 2012 at the 
Naligayan Ground, Patin-ay, Prosperidad, Agusan 
del Sur, signaled the beginning of a 4-month 
program for 500 target enrollees that would involve 
farmers and Barangay Agricultural Workers 
(BAWs) of the whole province of Agusan del Sur. 
The activity was held along with the Agri-Lympics 
during the Naliyagan Festival attended by farmers, 
Gawad-Saka awardees, Agricultural Technologists 
and the Provincial Agriculturist Office headed by 
Dr. Joriz G. Elevazo, OIC-Provincial Agriculturist. 
In his welcome message, Dr. Elevazo encouraged 
each municipality to actively participate in this 
massive and rapid dissemination of information, 
knowledge and practice of organic farming through 
radio broadcasting.

The radio program will be heard starting July 
12, 2012 every Tuesdays and Thursdays at 11:00  
11:30 in the morning and will run for 16 weeks over 
DXDA, an AM station based at Patin-ay. Ms. Jasmin 
J. Reyes, Provincial Information Officer will be the 
anchorwoman of the program. She will also be 
assisted by SOA coordinators of each participating 
municipality. However, due to choppy signals of the 
station to other areas, as feed backed by some 
listeners, there will be a delayed canned broadcast of 
the program over DXAK, Bunawan and DXCN-FM, 
Sibagat.

The SOA on Organic Agriculture is 
implemented by the Agricultural Training Institute-
Caraga in coordination with the Office of the 
Provincial Agriculturist and the Local Government 
Units of Agusan del Sur in support to the Organic 
Agriculture Program pursuant to RA 10068. 
(MBSalve)

ATI-13 Launches SOA on 
Organic Agriculture

SOA coordinators, broadcasters and farm casters 
recently attended the Kapisanan ng mga Broadcasters 
sa Pilipinas (KBP) Accreditation Training on May 
28-June 1, 2012 at the Royal Mandaya Hotel, Davao 
City. It was hosted by ATI-Regional Training Center-
10.  As implementers of the SOA, it is but a high time 
for coordinators who will soon be anchors or 
broadcasters to be equipped with the appropriate 
knowledge on radio broadcasting to strengthen their 
credibility. 

Mr. Roy Geonzon, KBP Chairman, Davao 
Chapter and Station Manager of DXUM thoroughly 
discussed the broadcasting code, ethics, libel as well 
as the tips on good broadcasting. Part of the training 
was an accreditation examination of the KBP 
administered by Mr. Pedrito L. Cablaide of KBP-
Manila. Though it left varied reactions from the 
trainees, all were hoping to pass the examination and 
be an accredited member of the KBP to effectively 
undertake the SOA programs of the network. 
(MBSalve)

SOA Implementers seek 
KBP Accreditation
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OA Taining..................page 1
The training is in line with the Organic Act of 

2010, where the DA is mandated to promote, 
propagate, develop further and implement the 
practice of Organic Agriculture in the Philippines that 
will cumulatively condition and enrich the fertility of 
the soil, increase farm productivity; reduce pollution 
and destruction of the environment and prevent the 
depletion of natural resources.
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Twenty seven (27) regional, outside the municipality, city and 

p r o v i n c i a l  a n d  c i t y  province. Per observation, LGUs 

coord ina to rs / foca l  pe rsons  can sufficiently provide for the TE 

gathered together on January 31, only during the 1st quarter of the 

2012 at ATI Training Center, Los year but not during the mid and 

Angeles, Butuan City for the 1st last quarters; and, prioritization of 

Consultative Meeting for CY 2012 Programs or Trainings. In the 

on Rice, HVCDP and Organic event that training schedules 

Agriculture Program, Extension overlap, or almost simultaneously 

Component. the regular targets or programs 

Being the apex agency for set by the municipality or province 

ex tens ion ,  AT I  deemed  i t  wi l l  be pr ior i t ized by the 

necessa ry  to  consu l t  and  concerned AEW other than that of 

coordinate with the different ATI's. 

extension partners in order to Further, the activity was 

h a r m o n i z e  t h e  v a r i o u s  also called for to set the 

issues/concerns from the provincial schedules for the conduct of the 

down to the municipal level relative t ra in ings,  ident i f icat ion of  

to the implementation of the participants and venue as well as 

Extension Component. Among the the formation of Provincial 

issues raised by the coordinators T r a i n i n g  T e a m  t o  

include: Availability of LGU funds to undertake/facilitate the different 

cover the travelling expenses (TE) trainings in their respective areas 

of AEWs attending trainings of responsibilities. (MBSalve)

ATI Holds the 1st Consultative Meeting 
of the DA Programs 

Extension Components

 on
  

FACTS
Organic Agriculture

FACTS
Organic Agriculture 
 TRUE In-organically-produced 
foods that we eat contain traces 
of chemical pesticides which 
remain on the food and cannot 
be washed off easily.

Tests repeatedly showed  that up 
to a third of non-organic food 
contains pesticides. Even food 
that we think is healthy, such as 
non-organic apples, had been 
sprayed 16 times.  Organic 
practitioners predominantly 
used natural methods to control 
pests, weeds and disease. 

FALSE Organic food products 
may contain GM ingredients. 

Organic standards cover a wide 
range of issues. Food products 
labeled organic must be free of 
any ingredients that are 
genetically modified (GM) 

TRUE Conventional farming 
method contribute to global 
warming. 

 A recent UK Government study 
found that organic farms used 
50% less energy than non-
organic farms to produce the 
same amount of food, and less 
energy use means fewer 
greenhouse gasses emission.

 TRUE Organic meat comes from 
animals that are fed with 
natural products such as grass, 
rather than being fed with 
artificial feed.

Animals that are reared as 
organic are not fed artificial with 
feed, but rather natural and 
organic products such as grasses 
and organic feeds. 

Mr. Oscar Tuyor representative from the Provincial Agriculturist Office-Province of 
Agusan del Norte presents the issues and concerns. 



The Agricultural Training Agriculture/Focal Person should be inspectors.
Institute is mandated to implement implemented. Likewise,  the  t ra ining 
the organic agriculture extension, Mr. Armando T. Aquino, provides venue for enhancing the 
in format ion ,  t ra in ings  and  NICERT Certification Manager with knowledge and skills of the AEWs to 
education activities for the his two inspectors Mr. Joffrey F. understand the basic principles of 
advancement of the country's Frinnal and Mr. Rolann D. Odiaman organic  fa rming  among the  
agricultural sector. With this who served as resource persons smallholder groups. This also allows 
c o m m i t m e n t ,  AT I - C a r a g a  throughout the trainings expressed Organic Focal Persons/AEWs and 
conducted 6 batches of 5-day their gratitude and salute to the farmers as well, to recognize the 
Trainings on Internal Control participants for raising relevant and effectiveness and relevance of group 
System for Smallholder Groups w i s e  q u e s t i o n s  f o r  b e t t e r  cert i f icat ion as  well  as  the 
region-wide from February-April understanding on ICS. Moreover, the identification of challenges and 
2012.  This aims to set the standards training involved a field inspection r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  t o w a r d s  
for trainings on extension activities practicum in one organic practitioner adaptation and implementation of the 
and to have a unified understanding in each training site wherein Internal Control System in the region. 
o n  h o w  t h e  O r g a n i c  participants acted as internal (LOHerbolingo)

191 Farmers and 64 AEWs attend training on 
ICS for Smallholder Groups
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(Left) Mr. Armando T. Aquino, NICERT Certification Manager acts as one of the Resource Persons during the conduct 
of ICS. (Right) Participants observe the farmer made organic concoctions  during the on-site field visit.



1. Which of the following mineral is not a macro-mineral?
                     a. Calcium      b. Phosphorus 

   c. nitrogen     d. selenium
2. What is a pH less than 7?
     a. Basic/alkaline                b. Neutral 
    c. acid     d. Hot

3. Thread-like white lines on the vegetable leaf that gradually widen, are a signs of: ________ infestation?
   a. Aphids  b. Armyworm 
   c. Leafminers  d. Flea beetles

4. Which of the following is a poor cultural practice on pest control in vegetable crops: 
   a. Crop rotation b. Monitoring for diseases and insects pests
   c. Allowing crop refuse to persist after harvest  d. Good Tillage 

5. What does AI stand for?

6. What do the letters IVF stand for?

True or False on Organic Agriculture
7. Converting a farm into an organic producing facility is a quick and easy process ________
8. Inorganically-produced foods that we eat contain traces of chemical pesticides which remain on the 
food  and cannot be washed off easily ________
9. Organic food products may contain genetically modified (GM) ingredients __________
10. Organic meat comes from animals that are fed with natural products such as grass, __________
11. Conventional farming techniques contribute to global warming _________

Sources:
http://organic.lovetoknow.com/What_is_Organic_Farming
Http://www.stonyfield.com/healthy-planet/organic-farming/have -cow/farm-smarts-quiz

AGRI-  
  QUIZ

See answer in 
Page 6
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